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COVER: Amblyopsis rosae. An adult specimen from Fantastic Caverns near
Springfield, Missouri. Total length does not exceed two inches. Photo
by your Editor with Nikon-F, 55mm Micro Nikkor, Panatomic-X, strobe,
f/ 22. Fish was confined in a small tank.
The TEXAS CAVER is a monthly publication of the Texas Speleological Association
and is published in San Angelo, Texas. Material for publication should be typed
double-s paced and sent to the Editor at 2302 W. Avenue J, San Angelo, Texas 76901
no later than the first of the month of publication. Grotto news and trip reports should
be sent to the News Editor, Mike Moody, at 306 Park Drive Ap~. 107-C, Eueless,
Texas 76039. Subscriptions are $4.00 per year for 12 issues and all subscriptions
begin with the January issue. All requests for subscriptions should be sent to James
Jasek at 1218 Melrose, Waco, Texas 76710. Persons subscribing after the first of
the year will receive all back issues for that year. Single copies are avaliable at 40~
each postage paid anywhere in the U.S.
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Labor Day Trip

BY William H. Russell
Ten members of the Balcones Grotto visited Pyramid Cave in southern Edwards
County during the Labor Day holiday. During the last two years, David McKenzie
located several caves in this area, and all were explored and mapped except the confusing and complex Pyramid Cave. Here, David estimated there were at least two
days of mapping. As there were numerous passages left unexplored, this cave was
a good Texas cave to visit over the long Labor Day weekend.
Pyramid Cave was first visited in April 1969; at that time there was no evidence
of previous exploration beyond the entrance room. Mapping began in the upper part
of the cave, but time quickly ran out and the towel levels were vitited only briefly.
McKenzie named the cave "Pyramid Cave" as it appeared to him that the entrance led into a pyramid of passages, the entrance being at the top and the passages
extending downward and outward in all directions.
Pyramid Cave is entered through two inconspicuous holes which are about four
feet in diameter and five feet apart and are located on the side of a cedar and pinon
pine -covered ridge. Both entrances drop about 4 feet to the sloping side of the entrance room. The floor of this room is an easily climbable 15 feet below the entrances. From the south end of the entrance room lead two short passages and a
small pit that blows air. The pit was pushed to a narrow, but perhaps passable,
constriction about 30
feet down. Halfway
across the entrance
room; along the east
wall, is an inclined
/pit that drops to the ·
lower level. This pit
is climbable except
for a breakdown block
wedged across the top
of the pit. Climbing
equipment is very
he lpfut to negotiate
this rock on the way
out. From the south
/
end of the entrance
room, a low crawlway
leads to the upper
levels.
The upper levels
consist of about 800
feet of mostly small
tunnels with the passages most commonly
being solution tubes
about 3-4 feet wide and
perhaps 3 feet high;
some are walking size
and there are several
small squeezes. Most
of the floor is covered
I -ntouGHl'" \.fOU WERE LEADING~
by a fine, white powder
•
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that makes even the smaller crawls pleasant. There are two rooms in the upper level
maze area. One is a very irregular room about 20 feet long and 10 feet wide; another
larger and even more irregular room is at the far end of the maze. This room, about
30 feet long and 20 feet wide has several pits in the floor which connect with a fissure
that crosses the end of the maze. This fissure is at least60' high and perhaps 60 feet
long. It is hard to define the pit exactly as there are several breakdown areas and ·
numerous passages in this area. The lowest part of the pit apparently connects with
the lower level of the cave as voices of persons in the lower level could be heard in the
upper level. The fissure does not extend above the maze level, but a dome extends
upward from roughly above the pit. 400 of the upper level's 800 feet of passage are developed on 2 sub-levels which are reached through this .dome. The passages in the
dome area are generally larger, and radiate outward from the dome to end in blank
walls. None of the fissure area below the Dome Room was surveyed, and none of these
passages are included in the figure of 800 feet given for the length of the upper levels.
Representation of the pit area on a map will be difficult as much of it lies be low the
upper level and the passages are ill-defined and very three-dimensional.
From the entrance room, the pit leading to the lower level slants downward for
about 30 feet to a short offset where it joins another slanting pit also about 30 feet
deep. From the bottom of the second pit, a crawlway leads to a fissure passage which,
like the pits, has a slight slant. About 75 feet beyond the pits, the passage opens into
a breakdown-floored room about 40 feet long and 20 feet wide. In the center of this
room is a pit about 25 feet deep through breakdown. No passages have yet been discovered leading from this pit. To the right of this pit, a small fissure partly plugged with rocks blows air and might be dug out. At the far end of this room, an eliptical pit in solid rock can be chimned for about 25 feet to a small hole which blows air.
This hole was enlarged and led downward about 30 feet to a room 60 feet long and 30
feet wide. The walls, floor, and ceiling of this room are covered with popcorn.. At
the end of the Popcorn Room are several small unexplored squeezes through breakdown
which blow air.
From the right side (going in) of the breakdown-floored pit room are several crawlways that lead back toward the entrance to a high fissure passage. This area has two
levels of walking size solution tubes and a high room about 75 feet long and 40 feet wide.
There are several leads that are still unchecked in this area and a return trip is planned to complete the mapping and exploration.
Present during the weekend were Tracy B las hill, Mike Bradley, Roy Brooks,
Andy Lehnhardt, Wolfgang Lehnhardt, Wes Loder, Linda Loder; William Russell,
and Dan Watson.
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El Cuadro Grande

a
_

By James Jasek

large room in a cave is a breathtaking sight, and so is
a good photograph of that same room. This article is
intended to give you the basic know -how to produce a photograph of any room,
regardless of its size. This know-how is based upon the principle of photography
expressed as GAD: Guide number, Aperture, and Distance. The three simple
forms of GAD are: G=AD, A=G/D, and D:G/A.
The most common approach to large room photography is called "painting with
light" since a person walks throughout the room setting off a flash bulb every so
many feet until the entire room is covered or "painted with light." The starting
point is to determine the Distance you will stand from the wall, formation, ceiling,
etc. each time the flash is set off because it is the flash to subject distance that determines the exposure. Then, from the film and flash bulb combination you are
using, find the correct Guide number opposite 1/30 second which is the same as the
"bulb" setting on the camera. The predetermined Distance is divided into the Guide
number, thus giving the Aperture for correct exposure. Because of the low reflectivity of cave walls and the extra long distance to the camera, it will be necessary to increase the calculated Aperture from 1 1/2 to 2 full stops. For example,
if the Aperture was found to be f/8, then set the lens for f/4. The actual amount of
exposure increase over the calculated Aperture will depend on how accurately the
calculations were made as well as on your own technique. After the camera has
been set on a tripod, a typical exposure would proce e d as follows: .The film and
flash bulbs being used are High Speed Ektachrome and Press 25 blue bulbs which
will give a Glide number of 260. It has been decided that the flash will be 45 feet
from the wall each time it is set off. From GAD, the correct Aperture for exposure is 260 divided by 45 or f/5. 6. Now, because of the low reflectivity of the
cave walls, a~d possible e'rror, the lens is set for f/3. 5. With the camera locked
on "bulb", one person will walk through the room, stopping every 60 feet to set off
a flash and always standing 45 feet from the wall, formation, etc.
A second method of photographing a big room is to calculate the number of flash
bulbs required to light up the room with all the light coming from the same position.
From GAD, the Guide number is the Distance times the Aperture; so from this information, we can calculate the Guide number of a theoretical flash bulb that would
light the entire room from the camera position. In a cave like La Gruta del Palmito
near Bustamante, Mexico, it is possible to have a room with dimensions in excess
of 300 feet. Say you want to shoot a picture of such a room. First, choose any
desired Aperture, say f/4. Then the theoretical Guide number is f/4 times 300
feet or 1200. Using High Speed Ektachrome and #3 blue bulbs, the actual Guide
number is 550. By dividing the actual Guide number into the theoretical Guide number and squaring the answer, we have the number of flash bulbs required to light
the room. All the flash bulbs must be set off from the camera position, and again,
it will be necessary to increase the Aperture due to low reflectivity and errors.
2
The above can be expressed in the following simple form:( TGN/AGN) -f. fudge.
This method can be used when it is not possible to walk throughout the room, or to
photograph some distant object that is beyond the range of a single flash. It works!
One word of caution: Because the room is large and the person in the picture is
so small, be sure to place the person so he will stand out or they will blend in
with the surrounding cave and disappear.
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Ed. note: With the following article, we initiate a new feature in the CAVER which
will be known as the 11 Epic 11 • Epics are completely factual (Texas style)
tales of caving trips which somehow metamorphosed into complete or
near complete disasters. An Epic is the kind of story you tell when you
try to best one of Russ Harmon's tales, or the kind of story you used to
hear around the U. T. campfires. Everybody has Epics tales to tell, and
we are sure that this new feature will tap a hitherto untouched vein of
speleo-garbage. Send in your Epic---trash out a few minds!
EPIC #1
ff
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Damn You, Rain God I "
by C. A. Vermonger

The trip to Carta Valley on the weekend of 25 September 1970, innocently originated
at the CV SUCKS party during the Hobbit's Holiday Project. It was then that the ill
fated trip was initiated and decided upon, and it is a wonder that anything planned at
that party should even come close to becoming a reality. However, on Friday night,
the 25th, the unsuspecting participants left their respective homes and drove to Carta
Valley. Unfortunately, one of the cavers making the trip was Barry Beck, the notorious Rain God (Ed. note: Readers are refered to page 49 of the 1970 TC). As if to confirm this, it began to rain just about the time Barry carne within range of Carta Valley.
All through Friday night cavers splashed their way to the Triangle. The last to
arrive were the Dallas -Ft. Worth bunch who pulled in at 6:30 Saturday morning. They
were all seasick from the swaying of Bob Lloyd's Toyota on the wet roads. The only
ones to notice their arrival were Jon Vinson and Dick Smith who were roused from their
slumber by Ronnie Fieseler who confiscated an unused portion of Jon's camper.
Morning carne. It was grim. The Triangle looked like a flooded Gypsy camp. The
only good point was that most of our camp was covered with highway gravel instead of
the usual gooey mud. Cavers began to stir around. Still the rain and wind assaulted
the locale. Some poncho-draped cavers gathered under the pseudo-protection of Jon's
camper flap. It was decided that Jon had cleverly built a desert camper in that it was
suited for dry weather camping only as evidenced by the amount of water inside. Jon
muttered something about new plans, more putty, rain gutters, etc.
There was Louise Power and Jo Ann getting out of a VW and trying to stand erect
after sleeping in it. Gill and Jill peeped out of the windows of their car at their flooded
camp and loose tarp. Dwight Deal and C. Thumb were fighting over the remains of a
dead deer. Dwight won. Charles Frornen wanted to go caving (more on that later) •
Barry was walking around talking to the skys. Some people were making a half-hearted
attempt at breakfast. The Alpine cavers were wondering why they had come to Carta
Valley. We then adjourned to Kunath's van. It did not leak, but was we~ from clothing,
people and ponchos. From the steamed up windows, we looked out on the dismal scene.
Carl played a tape of soft music with thunder and rain in the background. Appropriate!
Then we decided to go to Dr. Harding's. Our nine car caravan finally left the Triangle and all arrived at the Harding's, much to their surprise. They have our thanks
for putting up with such a mob. We visited awhile and showed some slides of the Ediger
wedding. Then, after much talk and discussion, some plans (?) were arrived at. The
majority of the cavers (most of whom had never been to CV before, and several of whom
were enjoying their first Texas caving trip) would go to Midnight Cave. Others would
try to visit Chivo Cave or Dunbar Cave. After thanking the Harding's for their hospitality , we left and went forth into the rain.
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Bob Lloyd, Barry Beck, and Gill Ediger took the others to Midnight while Jon,
Carl, Jill, and Ronnie returned to the Triangle to wait for them. At this time,
Barry gave Charles Fromen the key to his van, a deed which had dire consequences,
as you shall see. When Bob, Barry, and Gill had rejoined the group, a delegation
was sent to inquire about Chivo Cave. They soon returned saying that they had
been refused because the owner thought we would damage his soggy roads but for us
to return when it was dry. So, off we went to Dunbar Cave where we got permission
and drove to within one foot of the entrance. We rigged a ladder for the 25 foot
drop and prepared to enter.
By this time, the other group was enjoying Midnight Cave. Dr. Harding and
some other ranchers had joined them, as did some San Marcos cavers. Quite a ·
cave full! The ranchers were amazed at C. Thumb and his canine companion,
Woola. They just couldn't believe that a dog could be a good caver! C. Thumb
showed his skill by PASSING Dwight in the CORKSCREW! WOW! The photographers were going wild as usual, and explorers were having their fun also.
Back at Dunbar Cave, we went inside. It should be noted that when Barry disappeared through the entrance, the rain stopped! Since Dunbar is almost all walking, we lowered in an ice chest with food and drink, surely a first for cave-luxury!
The cave was very interesting for photographers and expl~rers alike. We walked
all the way to the last room and only stooped over twice. The cave swallow nests
made for good pictures as did the last room with it's large formations.
We emerged from the cave and noted with interest that as Barry steped out, the
rain began once more. We returned to the Triangle to find no one there. Most of
the group decided to go to Acuna and eat at Crosby's. Bob said we should detour by
Midnight Cave and see if anyone needed a ride. We talked him out of it by sayi.ng:
(1) We would mess up the road even more and maybe get stuck for hours. (2)There
were plenty of vehicles avaliable at the cave. (3) Maybe they had already gone to
Acuna. (4) We were starving • So, in the end, we drove to Crosby's battling rain
and high wind, not to ment~on the flooded sections of the road. At the border we
found Dwight's truck and one other with some people from Alpine in them. We
found Dwight, Sandy, and Dick in Crosby's. From them we learned very little except that there was less wine in Barry's van than there had been! And, as we feasted in the dry, warm comfort of the restaurant, little did we realize there was a
small group of people at Midnight struggling to survive.
As was related earlier, the group in Midnight was having a great time. It was
when the first cavers came out that their problems began. Rain and high wind greeted them of course, so they holed up in the vans and trucks. Later, as Mike Mooney
and others approached the vehicles, they hear laughing, singing, and chanting:
"Rain, Rain, Go Away ••• ", "Let's Hear One For Superman ••• Yea Superman!",
"Will The Circle Be Unbroken ••• ", etc. And circle it was, for they saw that the
first ones to arrive had broken out the wine and were passing it through the windows
from one vehicle to another! Gleefully, the second group joined the first and got
out of the rain if not out of the cold. Finally, the two trucks containing the Deals
and others from Alpine left for Acuna, leaving the others waiting for Fromen, who
had the keys to Barry's van (remember?). After waiting for Fromen for a few
more ages, the stranded souls took stock of their plight and quickly abandoned hope.
Their problems with wet clothes, freezing rain, hungry tummys, and shivering
bodies were blithely ignored as they turned once again to the wine, hoping to make
their last minutes as pleasant as possible. Once again, the sounds of voices rang
out in the night: "Bottle Of Wine, Fruit Of The Vine ••• " ••••• et al.
Leaving this jolly scene, we return to the remainder of the group. After stuffing their guts, they returned to the Triangle, and were amazed to find that the
others still had not returned---except for Louise in her trusty VW. She told about
(there's more ••• !)
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the tragedy of the pitiful
pilgrims and their ex/
posure to the elements.
!
, /
p
Bob Lloyd's Toyota was
.•
'
I
' ' ' . ;
loaded with blankets,
I
'
. :' .
clothes, sleeping bags,
/)
etc., and roared off to
I
the rescue. The rest
'
of the group immediately
! '1
I
crashed, expecting them
/
. ·' I
I
back within the hour.
I .
I /
I
I
Alas, morning came
0
) / ·:I
with more wind and rain
I
but no cavers.
lliwever,
JoAnn had mysteriously
appeared during the
'•y'
night, apparently dropI tf
I I'
ped from a passing van.
I
;
I
No other news. Fearing
the worst, the cavers at
the Triangle packed up
and left, grieving for
j
their lost comrades. By
10 am Sunday, only Jon's
truck remained. Ronnie
and Ed Fomby kept the
vigil with Jon, having
noticed that Bob Lloyd's
food box was still in the
pile of abandoned gear,
and, knowing Bob, were
sure that he would return for it. Three hours later, there was still no sign of them.
The hardy trio cooked a crude but tasty dinner in Jon's truck and wondered who they
should check with first, the County Sheriff or the Border Patrol. But lo! about 2 pm
up drove Bob,Mike, and Tracy Johnson! The sound of joyous reunion and curses filled
the damp air.
Eventually, the story came out. Bob and Barry arrived in the nick of time and
cavers fought to get into Bob's warm vehicle. It seems that Fromen (and the key to
the van) was still in the cave. It was then decided to "rescue" Fromen. Off toward
the cave they went, carrying lights, food, ropes, machetes, pistols, hand grenades,
bull whips, a rack, and an Iron Maiden. Fortunately for Fromen, they met him after
having gone only a few yards. Into the two vehicles they piled and Bob took off with a
roar only to notice after a few miles that Barry was not following. Thirty minutes
later he still hadn't appeared so back they went, only to find that Barry's clutch had
failed. Pooling their efforts, they managed to fix the clutch only to find that some cable
had now come loose. The cable was fixed and they were ready to go except that Barry' s
right rear wheel was now locked! Muttering grim curses at the Dodge Boys, they
eventually solved this problem, and hardly daring to breathe, drove to the triangle,
dropped off Jo Ann and crashed in a warm Del Rio motel.
Thus does this Epic come to a close. In parting, it is only fitting to note that as
we packed for the trip home, the rain stopped. Had Barry gotten out of range? We
were sure of it.
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by Jerry Johnson, UTG
How many times a year do you bet your LIFE on the integrity of those pieces of
rope climbing gear you own? Would it surprise you to learn that in some cases, NO
ONE inspects equipment before it is shipped to the buyer?
It surprised me when I ran the knurled locking cylinder off the end of the gate
piece of a new steel Karnet carabiner and discovered that this part had a large crack
more than half way around the outside. Since the gate on these units is hollow, that
crack meant that only a small portion of the metal cross section remained intact, If
the carabiner had been used, and if it had turned around so that full pressure was exerted against the gate, it
would have popped open.
It appears that the
gate piece had been bent,
causing the hole thru the
center (for the gate spring)
to be drilled at an angle.
This hole carne thru the
side of the threaded gate
piece in the area that is
always covered by the
Defect
locking cylinder. Discovery of this defect required
pushing in the gate and
Hole
completely rern0ving the
locking cylinder. How the
0
assemblers failed to notice this flaw at the factory '
is difficult to understand.
Remaining
One thing is certain, this
Metal
carabiner did NOT receive
so much as minimal inspection, either at the
Karnet factory, or at Recreation Equipment Inc., thru which it was sold.
There is nobody looking out for you. You must look out for yourself. I would
strongly suggest that you take apart your climbing equipment (new or old) and inspect
it very carefully, Just consider where you would be if your locking carabiner carne
apart at the top of that long, long rope!
(Ed. note: Karnet appears to make quite a high percentage of poor quality items.
Their locking aluminum carabiners have already proven unsafe. Boycott them!)
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"In a hierarchy, every employee tends to rise to his level of incompetence."
THE PETER PRINCIPLE by Dr. Laurence J. Peter and Raymond Hull
11

Marriage to a caver makes up in variety what it lacks in regularity.
CarolRussell, 1970

11

*
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PHOTOS, FACING PAGE:
Occasionally, pictures are submitted which, for various reasons, are not immediately used. They are not quite good enough for covers, but shouldn't be wasted, so
here are a few of same .•. where are yours?
LEFT-TOP:
George Arredono (L) and Jim Normand at the entrance to Little Sinkhole in Kerr
County, Texas. Photo by Roger Bartholomew with Nikon, Plus-X, 50mm lens,
LEFT-CENTER:
A fine specimen of the adult Ozark cave salamander, Typhlotriton Spe laeus. This
one is about 5 inches long. Photo by Carl Kunath with Nikon, Panatomic -X, 35mm lens,
LEFT -BOTTOM:
The"Great Wall of China" in Hidden Cave, New Mexico.
Photo by Mike Moody with Nikon, 35mm lens.

Dick Moore on the right.

RIGHT-TOP:
Paul Boyer perched amid the formations in Drago Cave, Edwards County, Texas.
Photo by Barry Beck, probably with a box camera.
RIGHT-CENTER:
Barry Beck at the entrance of Fault Cave, Edwards County, Texas.
R·uss Harmon (?) with a Pentax.
RIGHT -BOTTOM:
Helictites in Caverns of Sonora near the Diamond Room.
with a pinhole camera and avaliable light.
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Photo by Frodo Baggins
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REVIEWS
"Diving Into the Blue Holes of the Bahamas" by George J. Benjamin.
Geographic, September 1970.

National

This exciting article is on the submerged caves off Andros Island in the Bahamas.
The author, who was ''a spelunker on land before entering his first blue hole", has
explored 54 of these holes which are actually solution caves in limestone. · The deepest blue hole found thus far is 230 feet with a 200 foot plus pit. "We believe this cave
might go on for miles", says the author of one blue hole. The caves have unique
geological and hydrological phenomena. The holes have strong alternating water
currents similar to air currents in surface caves.
This article is really worth reading and makes a great addition· to your library.
Scott Harden
11

Lascaux" by Shana Alexander
McCalls, September 1970, Page 6
It's an unlikely place for a cave story, but this one is worth reading in spite of
it's somewhat romantic viewpoint, and it does give some up-to-date information .
about this famous cave.
cek

*
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The Wonder Cave Survey
by William R. Elliott
Yes, at long last comes the map .that has been awaited with bated breath: the map
of Wonder Cave!
Actually, the survey of this, the oldest operating commercial cave in Texas, was
fairly difficult. Those of you who have taken the tour through Wonder Cave may think
of it as a mere crack, 400 feet long. Well, it is. But the survey resulted in some
1296 feet of survey lines being run through various areas of this crack. There are
actually some quite pretty, well-decorated levels not seen on the tour. The Crystal
Palace, which used to be on the tour, is nicely decorated.
Wonder Cave, or Beaver Cave (as it was called in olden times), has been mapped
before. Some years ago, a geologist purportedly drew a sketch map of Wonder Cave
which was quite bad. A couple of years ago, William Russell and others surveyed it
and made detailed sketches. Their effort was in vain,however, as when the data was
plotted, it had no relation to reality. There is so much metal and electrical current
in the cave that a simple Brunton survey is not suitable. The compass needle may be
thrown off drastically if it is near a handrail or trash can.
Realizing the difficulties involved in surveying a metal-filled cave, I decided to
use either a transit or a backsight-foresight method when Mike Walsh asked me to help
survey the cave last summer. Mike and Blake Harrison were living in San Marcos a
block from the cave, and Mike was working there. My wife, Vernelle, and I were living in New Braunfels, 17 miles away, We had an oppurtunity to map at night after the
tours were over, so we decided to take it.
The survey took four nights to complete and even required the help of Roger ("the
Truck") MacMillan from Corpus Christi. We couldn't get a transit, so we used a tripod mounted Brunton and backsighted to the previous station each time, as well as
foresighting to the next one (this method was used in surveying through metallic trash
in Robber Baron cave by San Antonio cavers. Ed. note: and also in some old surveys
of Caverns of Sonora) . I could then calculate the actual turned angle from one stationto-station line to the next, and this was often quite different from what the foresight
readings alone indicated. Plotting the data was a headache, but the method was depend able and closure errors were small. There were some non-magnetic areas in the cave
(the Poker Room and off-trail areas) which allowed us to tie in magnetic north. We
also ran a line out to the surface to get a closure to the Wishing Well. The Wishing
Well, by the way, is not 125 feet below the surface as claimed; it is 93 feet to the wate r
surface from the ground surface. The deepest surveyed point in the cave is on the trail
by the Wishing Well and is 91 feet below the entrance, The entrance was considered to
be the top step of the circular stairway leading into the cave. Incidentally, the Poker
Room is not under the cash register, as the guides often say, but under the restroom.
Wonder Cave is one of the largest caves in Hays County. The plan part of the map
is rather confusing because of all the different levels, so the cross-sections and profile probably give a clearer idea of what the cave is like. The cross-sections are
drawn on the map at their true relative depths, i.e. if one cross-s·ection is lower on
the page than another, the passage represented by that cross -section is actually that
much deeper, using the same vertical scale as in the profile.
There are other passages rumored to exist in Wonder Cave: a lower level stream
pas sage and an extensive upper level. There is probably an upper leve 1 pas sage between the ventilation shaft and the big dome in the main hall, but we didn't check it out.
I would like to thank the management of Wonder Cave for allowing us to map in
the cave after working hours. With this map, the Southwest Texas University Grotto
will probably have their exhaustive Hays County Survey soon completed.

WONDER CAVE (BEAVER CAVE)
HAYS COUNTY,TEXAS
BRUNTON AND TAPE SURVEY, JULY, AUGUS T 1970 BY
W. ELLIOTT,V. ELUOTT, B. HARRISON,
R. MCMILLAN, AND N. WALSH
DRAFTED BY WILLIAM ELUOTT
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SPELEO-IUNT NUMBER SIX
Holubar se Us some good cave
food called "Turblokken". It is
940 calories of foil-wrapped, concentrated food in 8 individually
wrapped blocks ••• two each of
chocolate, wheat, cheese·, and
orange. They are all rather
mealy except for the orange, so
you must eat them slowly and
drink water which will allow them
to expand somewhat in your stomach. For only 80¢, it sure
beats carrying cans of Vienna
sausages, squishy candy bars,
etc. , into the cave with you. And,
they can last up to two cave meals
and are only 1x2x5 inches.
Beck, Beck, and Power ·
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GuADALUPE EscARPMENT WILDERNESS
The Guadalupe Mountains of New Mexico and Texas are an area of rugged beauty
long known to Texas cavers and campers. Almost all of us know and have possibly
visited Cottonwood and other caves in the near-by area as well as McKittrick and
Dark Canyons and the many rough ridges of the area. Local groups in the area are
currently pushing for more paved roads and o.ther d~veloprnent of the area to bring in
more tourists and money. The NSS and Southwest Region of the NSS along with others
are opposing this development and are supporting instead the creation of a Guadalupe
Escarpment Wilderness area. This plan would include approximately 156, 200 acres
in Texas and New Mexico extending from the west boundary of the Carlsbad Caverns
National Park southwestward to and including Guadalupe Peak, Texas. Access to the
area would be provided through boundary and corridor roads, trails, overlooks, and
tramways on a fairly limited basis but one sufficient for cavers and hikers. The plan
is to protect the caves of the area along with the ecology, archeology, biology, and
geology.
The proposal is currently being studied by the Interior Department for incorporation as a bill to be introduced into Congress. We feel this plan deserves the help of
all Texas cavers. Donations to the cause may be sent to the "Save the Guadalupes"
fund, c/o JohnS. McLean, Chairman, Southwest Region, 3017 Delano N. E.,
Albuquerque, N. M. 87106. A detailed copy of the proposal may be obtained on request accompanied by your donation to help pay the printing costs.
To express support for the plan as proposed, write to:
Mr. Bruce W. Black
Office of Enviornrnental Planning & Design
Western Service Center
N. P. S.
Box 36025
San Francisco, California 94102

Mr. Neal G. Guse
Park Superintendent
Carlsbad Caverns National Park
P. 0. Box 1598
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220
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~ones From ~lowhole ~ave
This find consists of three bone fragments, two of which are fitting halves of a
femur about 25 ern long and 4 ern thick; the other fragment crusted with travertine
and about 10 ern long. The bone material has no remaining marrow, and from it's
density appears to be heavily permineralized. Both halves of the femur are also
crusted with travertine, and appear to have been detached from the cemented breakdown in the floor of the room.
The bones were found in a room about 20 feet below the bottom of the "hourglass"
pas sage leading from the upper to the lower portion of the cave, and about 3 0-40 feet
from the base of the drop. The room is reached by descending to the right, as one
faces away from the crack at the bottom of the "hourglass". The bones are to the
right of this entrance to the room, under a portion with a ceiling about 3 feet high.
The bones were photographed and left in the approximate position in which they
were found, and are out of the way of any foot traffic.
Further finds in the cemented breccia floor material are likely.
Paul R. Baver
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DATE: June/ July 1970
DESTINATION: Marble and Grand Canyons of the Colorado
PERSONNEL: Torn Meador and others (unnamed)
REPORTED BY: Torn Meador
We put our rafts in at Lee's Ferry. After passing over our first rapids, we
floated by Stanton Cave, where the Stanton Expedition, after loosing three men to the
river, had cashed it's supplies and abandoned the river. We paused briefly at the
entrance to Falls Cave for a drink of clear water, and then floated down to Redwall
Canyon. After two more days of rafting and portaging, we climbed the canyon walls
to Maternal Bat Cave. We then floated by the trail to Tepeats Cave and spent a day
searching for caves in Kanab Canyon. Four days later, we floated past the entrance
to Guano Cave and down to the Grand Wash Cliffs, which mark the end of the Grand
Canyon. We spotted numerous entrances in the vicinity of Rampart Cave but our
rations didn't permit us to linger. The next day we landed at Temple Bar after having floated, rowed, pushed, and pulled our rafts 312 miles down the Colorado.

DATE: 14-21 August 1970
DESTINATION: Real de Catorce near Matehuala, Mexico
PERSONNEL: John Heard, Margy Heard, Jim McLane
REPORTED BY: Jim McLane
This was mostly a sightseeing trip to Mexico's highest (9600 feet) city. We noticed
a large cave (30 by 30 foot) entrance in the river bed between Potrero and Catorce
that is a possible outlet for waste water from mines within the mountain. No lights
were handy so we only went back about 300 feet. Several days were spent riding
motorcycles around Galena and the H>rsetail Falls area. Some useful information
not included in the AMCS Bulletin #I is that hot springs are located approximately one
mile down the road from Cueva de la Boca near Santiago, N. L.

DATE: 29 August, 1970
DESTINATION: Miller's Cave, Pennsylvania
PERSONNEL: Russ Harmon and Roger Jacobson
REPORTED BY: Russ Harmon
After three months, I finally managed to be forced into a Yankee cave. The water
temperature was 48°F and the air temperature was 60°F. There was extreme mud,
slime, groad, etc. About 100 feet in, I collected two bottles of water and made a
rapid exit on all fours. That was the end of my Yankee caving.
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DATE: 29 August, 1970
DESTINATION: Medina County
PERSONNEL: Al Brandt, Henry Kuehlem, Roger Bartholomew, Dave Allison, Roger
McMiller, Chuck Steuhm, and Richard Payne
REPORTED BY: Al Brandt
Three new caves were found and named Old Timer, Nest, and Rectangle Caves.
The largest was about 30 feet by 120 feet by 60 feet deep. One cave had authentic
dates from 1891 to 1938.

DATE: 29 August 1970
DESTINATION: Storm sewers, Houston, Texas
PERSONNEL: Jon and Sandy Everage, Louise Power, A. Richard Smith, and
Joanne Tullis.
REPORTED BY: A. Richard Smith

*

After passing through about 3/4 mile of previously explored large passage, we
turned off into the mysterious and beckoning Fannin Street tunnel. Our efforts were
directed to pushing the small stream in thi~ 9 foot in diameter tunnel to its upstream
limit. After another 3/4 mile, the passage abruptly split into several smaller tunnels
ranging in size from 3-7 feet in diameter. We chose the largest, following it a short
distance to discover that we were going downstream. Less than a mile of tunnel led,
to our surprise, to an exit on the banks of Braes Bayou, a half mile downstream from
the original entrance.
*A full survey of this extensive and complex underground system is planned for the
hunting season. The final map will be incorporated into the Harris County edition
of the Texas Speleological Survey.
DATE: 21 August-7September, 1970
DESTINATION: Colorado and points west
PERSONNEL: Charles and Susie Fromen, Charles Lauderdale, Betty Kula, J. McLane
REPORTED BY: Jim McLane
We looked into old mines and ghost towns in Colorado's San Juan range. We also
did a little mountain climbing, rode 500 miles on trail bikes (a few at over 14, 000 ft.),
spent a few days looking for and at cliff dwellings in the canyons around Moab, Utah,
and we would have made it to the TSA project but we spent too much time looking for
a meteor crater near Cloudcroft, New Mexico.
DATE: 4-7 September, 1970
DESTINATION: TSA Project
PERSONNEL: Roger Bartholomew, Bob Burney, Robert Henry, Mr. and Mrs. Dan
Murphy, Ollene and Luther Bundrant.
REPORTED BY: Roger Bartholomew

Roger Bartholomew mapped in Dry Pot on Saturday. Roger Miller, Horace Whitt
and his brother went along and remapped the Expressway. On Sunday, Roger B.,
Roger M., Horace, and Robert Henry mapped 825 feet near the South Chimney area.
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DATE: 4-7 September 1970
DESTINATION: TSA Project and Cottonwood Cave
PERSONNEL: Preston Knodell, Robert Johnson, Mike Rangel, and Mike Feltz
REPORTED BY: Preston Knodell
The group saw Endless, Dry Pot, and Cottonwood Cave. We drove (bounced) all
the way and only expended one muffler, one tailpipe, and one shock absorber. Great
ride, great cave.

DATE: 4-7 September 1970
DESTINATION: TSA/SWR Project (Hobbit's Holiday), McKittrick Hill, N. M.
PERSONNEL: RSS (en mass)
REPORTED BY: Ken A. Griffin
Rice Speleological Society was represented by 14 members and 5 guests (who
ventured 1400 miles, roundtrip) at the regional project, high atop the beautiful and
scenic McKittrick Hill (formerly known as Dust and Dagger Dome) amid the serene,
yet overwhelming, mountain splendor of the lush, undefaced, resplendent New Mexico
"outback".
(Ed. note: WOW!)
RSS had members probe Dry Pot, Sand, Endless, McKittrick, Carlsbad, and
Sitting Bull Falls. Despite the heat (M&M' s melt in your knapsack - not in your hand)
and the dust (in my Coors), it was a very active trip. Ignoring 2 speeding tickets, 2
cratered oil pans, an arrest for contributing to the delinquency of a minor ("But oficer, I didn't know she was a minor! I thought she was a caver!"), and one mild case
of the "touristas", it was an enjoyable week-end (or,"A good time was had by all").
A tip of the 'ol RSS hardhat to Ronnie Fieseler for a job well done.

DATE: 12-13 September 1970
DESTINATION: Gorman Falls and Gorman Cave
PERSONNEL: Walley Hughes, Calvin Hurst, Billy Rath, Scott and Michael Hurst,
Bob and Gary Lloyd, Mike Mooney, and Wayne Burks.
RE'PORTED BY: Bob Lloyd
We left Saturday morning and arrived 3 1/2 hours later, surely a record short
drive for a Dallas caving trip. Upon arriving, we found Terry Raines was there with
his bus full of UT cavers. We experienced bad air and several people left the cave
with the rest continuing.
We showered in the falls and were rained on, but happy.

DATE: 10 October 1970
DESTINATION: Boyett's Cave
PERSONNEL: Patty Bertnagel, Craig and Fay Busse, John Harb and Dan Watson
REPORTED BY: Dan Watson
The purpose of the trip was to introduce Craig, Fay, and Patty to caving. When
we arrived, a group from S. W. T. was already in the cave and we were later joined
by a group from Rice. The s. W. T. people noted bad air in the crawl .leading NW
from the bottom of the entrance pit. This was probably caused by its frequent use by
cavers as there were 12 people in the cave at one time.
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News& History
Alamo Area Chapter
The present membership is 34 with several prospective members. Buster
Huntsman was elected vice-chairman to fill the vacancy left by Charlie Burns
who went to UT.
Roger Bartholomew won several awards for his first class photography at
the NSS Photo Salon this year.
Several of our members plan to attend the project at McKittrick Hill.
The Chapter meets at 7:30 pm every 4th Tuesday of the month at 115
Auditorium Circle, San Antonio, Texas 78205.

Texas A & I Grotto
Although the A&I Grotto membership list is one of the smallest in the state, there
has been lots of action since last spring.
In May, John Kreidler, Steven Bittinger, Craig (three boot) Bittinger, Neal
Morris, and Mitchell Burchfield did Emerald Sink, MFP, and Midnight. At MFP,
they bolted up an unclimbed dome but failed to find any passages leading from it.
Also in May, P. Jill Moody became a very honored member of CVSUCKS. Gill
Ediger and other A&I cavers were around Carta Valley during the Election Day Massacre also.
During the 4th of July weekend, Gill Ediger and Jill Moody took part in a motorcycle rally in and around the Bustamante area. Many people from Houston and Austin
were on hand and many visited La Gruta del Palmito or Carrizal.
On July 11, Gill Ediger and Jill Moody attended the First Annual Renewal of the
Faith at Carta Valley. Many things are rumored to have happened, including a trip to
Acuna with 21 people in a Toyota •
. On July 24, Denis Breining, Clark Lillie, ·Marie Mitchell, Neal Morris, and some
P. A. S. S. cavers met at Carta Valley. The group did Midnight and then went to Cave
of the Lakes.
August 1 was the Ediger-Moody wedding at Natural Bridge Caverns. There is
nothing left to say about that.
A week later, Gill and Jill Ediger, Neal Morris, Harley Moody, and Liz Moody
went to Bustamante where they helped some UT cavers do some work on the new map.
August 13, Neal Morris and Clark Lillie left for the NSS Convention via "Transpartes de Espeleologicos" (the Terry Raines Bus out of Austin). TSA Chairman Gill
Ediger and his wife, Jill, were also seen at the Convention as were the Bittingers:
Stan, Steve, and Craig (three-boot).
Craig and Steven Bittinger spent the entire summer caving in the East. Joined by
Stanley Bittinger in August, they compiled a list of more than 60 caves in 3 months,
including Fantastic Pit and Incredible Dome pit in Ellison's, Engle Double, Fern, et al.
During the Labor Day weekend, Texas A&I was well represented at the TSA thing
in New Mexico. Arriving in the Blue Goon were Gill and Jill Ediger, Neal Morris,
and Louie. Also there were: Craig Bittinger, Harold Romike, Clark Lillie, Marie
Mitchell, Mitchell Burchfield, and Jan Jones. Louie did his first cave!
September 12, Craig Bittinger, Paul Vass, Clark Lillie, and Mitche 11 Burchfield
did Vass Hole and checked a lead on Burchfield's place near Leaky.
continued, next page
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19, A& I went on it's annual club training trip to
and Carrizal. The same weekend, Gill and Jill Ediger went to a Carta Valley gathering and helped film a story series for the next CVSUCKS photo salon. Also in the CV
area were Carl Marrullier and Kathy Fealy. They did Midnight for the fifth time and
still . say that they haven't really seen it all.
· September 26, Pan Americans. s. held a club thing at Bustamante. Paul Vass
and Fred Paschal somehow managed to get caught up in it. They said it rained.
October 3, Craig Bittinger, Paul Duncan, and Ralph Dnafziger (Ed. note: That's
the way it was spelled!) checked out leads in the Del Rio area and did Four Mile Cave.
October 10 was the First Annual Fall Chariot Race and Sand Dune Orgy on the famous Padre Island National Seashore, A rare sand cave was found with the initials
0. M. W. scratched on the wall,
The A&I Grotto meets the first and third Tuesdays of each month in room 210 of
the University B. E. S. Building. The club address is Box 2213 A& I, Kingsville 7 8363.

Dallas- Ft. Worth Grotto
Dallas -Ft. Worth has slowed down somewhat after the project. Bob Lloyd and
Ronnie Fieseler have been the most active, making several trips to New Mexico,
Pete and Karen Lindsley were involved in an accident when a real wheel some,how managed to disassemble itself and flip Pete's Waggoner. Luckily no one was injured, but the jeep, a trailer, and a kayak were damaged.
Trips are planned to Cottonwood in October, Carta Valley in November, and some
members are planning on attending the Southwestern Regional project in December,
The Grotto meets the 4th Thursday of each month at the University of Dallas,
Room 101, Carpenter Hall.
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Need to be rescued? Call Rescue Chairman Luther Bundrant in San Antonio
Texas at 'i 12-694-2883 for assistance.
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